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forward areas, but the Y.M.C.A. dealt with the provision of educa-
tional facilities on the lines of communication. Lectures were
provided through the Y.M.C.A. Universities Committee and Sir
Henry Hadow went to France as the Y.M C.A. Director of Educa-
tion. He was later succeeded by Sir Graham Balfour. Nearly 200
lecturers and teachers volunteered for the work, and classrooms and
libraries were established at base camps. By December 1918,
on the lines of communication in France, 810 courses of study,
covering seventy-one different subjects and attended by 12,235
students, had been organised. The subjects offered included mathe-
matics and science, languages and literature, history, philosophy,
business and commercial subjects, and arts and crafts Attendance
at lectures, as distinct from classes, amounted in the same month
to 93,380.
The Universities Committee provided educational facilities for
officers and men interned in Holland. Music was in great demand
there and courses were arranged by Mr. Percy Scholes, who gathered
a group of outstanding musicians to carry out the work. Other
fronts, e.g. Salonika, Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Italy, received
lecturers from the Universities Committee. Courses were also
arranged for patients in military hospitals.
Meanwhile, the official Army scheme was launched. Lord Gorell
was put in charge and was assisted by a committee on which the
Armies in Britain and France, the Board of Education, and the
Ministries of Labour and Reconstruction were represented. Finan-
cial sanction was obtained, and on 24th September 1918 the Army
Council issued a special army order (295 of 1918) which gave
official authorisation to the educational work which had been going
on in Britain and France. Army Order 18 of 20th December 1918
extended the scheme to Italy, Salonika, and Egypt. The organisa-
tion and supervision of the scheme was in the hands of a Department
of the Staff Duties Directorate at the War Office, which was assisted
by an Inter-Departmental Committee and a number of expert
advisers appointed by the Board of Education and the Scottish
Education Department. The scheme provided for the creation of
a teaching staff from Army personnel and authorised the u appoint-
ment of education officers on a scale proportionate to the require-
ments of the different units. Two schools of education were opened,
one at Oxford and the other at Cambridge (later transferred to
Newmarket), to train officers and N.C.O.s for teaching. Intensive
courses of a month's duration were held at these schools.